
The September 19th 1889

rock slide along 

Champlain Street in Québec City,

a catastrophe foretold by

Charles Baillairgé

By

Jacques Locat

Department of Geology and Geological Engineering,

Laval University,
Québec, Canada

Charles Baillairgé (1826-1906) 



Main objectives of 
the presentation:

ÅWhoisCharles  
Baillairgé ?
ÅPresentthe 1889 

rock slide;
ÅShow how it was

foretold by 
Baillairgé;
ÅComment on the 

1894 Supreme
Court ruling.

! ǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ .ŀǎǘƛƻƴΣ ōȅ wΦ ²ŀƭƭƛǎ муплΣ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΥ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ±ƛƭƭŜ ŘŜ vǳŞōŜŎ



Accordingto ChristinaCameron(1989) and Jean-Marie Lebel
(2014) CharlesBaillairgéwas:

ÅFroma family long known in QuebecCity,his grandfather
lead the reconstructionof the Notre-Dame-des-Victoires
churchsoonafter 1760.
ÅWas well known in Québec City, had an opinion on

everything,was a civil engineer(City engineer),architect,
land surveyor, mathematician, prolific author, popular
speakerandΧfather of 20children!

In 1843, at the ageof 17, he built and useda two cylinder
steam powered vehicle (may be the first car in North
America?). Theauthoritiesstoppedhim from usingit because
it wastoo noisyanddisturbthe horses!

1870 (L.P. Vallée)

1760 (Richard Short)About Charles Baillairgé!



Charles Baillairgé
(1826-1906) 

With ThomasFuller,were principalarchitectsfor
the completionof the Parliamentof Canada(old)

1878

Old Jail of Québec, now name .ŀƛƭƭŀƛǊƎŞΩǎ
buildingwhich is part of the Muséenationaldes
beaux-artsduQuébec(styleneo-renaissance)

1859

Sainte-Marie de Beauce
church of neo-gothic style
built in 1859, and Terrace
Dufferin(1879)

1861-1867
The architect

1879


